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FULL 
HOUSE

Team Title – check. Manufacturers’ Title – check. 
Rider Title – check.  Movistar Yamaha MotoGP has 
secured the triple crown in MotoGP, with the fight 
for the title being decided between Jorge Lorenzo 
and Valentino Rossi, who together secured a total 
of 11 wins and 27 podiums finishes, of which ten 
double podiums. The battle went all the way to 
Valencia and in the end it was Lorenzo who 
secured his fifth title, his third in the premier class. 
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Yamaha swept the board at the 69th edition of the annual prestigious event that 
sees more than thirty countries sending their three best athletes to compete in 

three sprints in just one day. MXGP World Champion Romain Febvre was the 
hero of the hour for Team France as the ‘Tricolor’ triumphed for the second year 

in a row and in front of an amazing 80,000 crowd and a vibrant atmosphere at 
Ernée, west of Le Mans. Febvre won two of the races as the French narrowly 

defeated the all-Yamaha trio of Team USA – Justin Barcia, Jeremy Martin and 
Cooper Webb. Barcia took the other chequered flag on hisv YZ450F. 

Ernée was once again an unforgettable stage for this 
carnival of racing and some of the most 

passionate motorsport fans to 
be found.

FEBVRE BRINGS 
THE HOUSE 

DOWN AT 
IMMENSE MX  
OF NATIONS
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BROOKES 
BANKS 

GOLD

Milwaukee Yamaha rider Josh 
Brookes smashed the MCE Insurance 
British Superbike Championship in 
his debut on the new YZF-R1. He 
secured the championship title at 
the twelfth and final round in Brands 
Hatch, claiming his 13th victory in 
front of the huge crowd, his sixth win 
of the Showdown.
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JOSH BROOKES

BSB 2015
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MASTER OF 
MERZOUGA 
Yamaha Racing Yamalube’s Alessandro Botturi 
showed the incredible potential of the WR450F 
during the Merzouga Rally 2015. In preparation 
for Dakar 2016, the Italian took the southeastern 
Morocco rally by storm when he not only secured 
the stage win on day four, but also rode a perfect 
fifth stint to make up almost three minutes and 
take the Rally crown with an advantage of 00:57s.
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SMITH 
SCORES 
TOP 
BILLING
Monster Yamaha Tech 3 rider Bradley Smith 
finished the first in the satellite standings, 56 
points clear of his closest rival. The Brit added 
solid points to his tally in every race, with a 
highest scoring result of third place in a difficult 
race in Misano. 
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FEBVRE 
UNBEATABLE 
IN MXGP 
THIRTEEN 
PODIUM 
STREAK
Victory on the fast hills of Glen Helen was the 
perfect way to cap an immense MXGP season 
for Yamaha Factory Racing Yamalube’s Romain 
Febvre. The Frenchman toasted his eighth and 
final Grand Prix win of a remarkable championship 
in which he became the first rookie since Antonio 
Cairoli (also on a YZ450F) in 2009 to claim the 
title in the premier class. The 23 year old found 
the ideal blend of motorcycle, team, support and 
growing confidence in his maiden term in MXGP 
after moving up from MX2 in 2014 and notched 
thirteen consecutive podium finishes from the 
moment of the Grand Prix of Spain in May. Jeremy 
Van Horebeek also drank podium champagne twice 
in the second half of the year in a decent return 
to form that was capped by another top three 
appearance at the Motocross of Nations in France.
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THE 
YZF-R1 
RULES

Photography: Brian J. Nelson

Monster Energy/Graves/Yamaha’s Cameron Beaubier 
underlined Yamaha Motor’s 60 Year Anniversary at the 
final round of the inaugural MotoAmerica Superbike 
Championship at New Jersey Motorsports Park. He had 
to fight team-mate and defending Superbike Champion 
Josh Hayes to the final round and scored second and 
third place against the veterans’ double win. The results 
were enough for Beaubier to take the title by four 
points. Throughout this incredible season the friendly 
rivals both proved the incredible potential of the brand-
new YZF-R1; the new Supersport model remained 
undefeated over the entire 18-races long season.
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FIERCE 
FMX 
FINAL
FMX Yamaha rider Clinton Moore has won the Red 
Bull X-Fighter in Abu Dhabi. The championship 
went down to the wire and saw the Australian and 
fellow Yamaha rider Tom Pagès arrive to the fifth 
and final round tied for the lead with 280 points. 
It was Moore who rode a flawless final to take 
the championship crown, with Pagès making it a 
perfect 1-2 in the overall standings.

Photography: Red Bull Content Pool
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READ HERE >>

INTERVIEW 
WITH MATTEO 
FLAMIGNI

READ HERE >>

INTERVIEW 
WITH DAVIDE 
MARELLI
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DEALING 
WITH 
DATA

We all know that MotoGP machines contain an impressive amount of software and electronics 
that produce data, but what do the teams do with it? Where is all this data stored? And how 

will the regulation updates in the 2016 MotoGP season change their ways of 
managing data? We asked Valentino Rossi and Jorge Lorenzo’s 

Data Engineers’ Matteo Flamigni and Davide Marelli 
for their views and took the opportunity 

to get to know them a 
little better.
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With the world’s best off-road riders coming 
together in Slovakia for the 90th running of the 
FIM International Six Days Enduro, Yamaha Racing 
enjoyed podium results in most major classes. 
After six tough days of racing Australia’s Daniel 
Milner battled his way to a second place result in 
the highly-competitive Enduro 2 category, while 
also finishing runner-up in the outright individual 
classification. Team Yamaha Miglio’s Cristobal 
Guerrero rode his Yamaha WR250F to a third place 
finish in Enduro 1. Dominating the Women’s category 
from start to finish on her WR250F Tayla Jones 
helped Australia deliver a third consecutive win in 
the FIM Women’s World Trophy team classification.

PODIUM 
RESULTS 

FOR 
YAMAHA  

AT ISDE
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GMT94 Yamaha rode the catch up race of a 
lifetime at the iconic Bol d’Or 24 Hour race 
to secure second place and end the 2015 FIM 
Endurance World Championship season as the 
Vice-Champion. Monster Energy Yamaha Austria 
Racing Team (YART) also showed an incredibly 
strong pace at Circuit Paul Ricard, but luck was not 
on their side. They were forced to retire after 14 
hours, but still secured 7 points for holding fourth 
place at the eight-hour stage to finish tenth place 
in the championship.
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STRONG 
START
The saying goes ‘all starts are difficult’, but 
Yamaha has always been the exception to the 
rule.  In 1955 the manufacturer took part in its 
first race and immediately showed its immense 
potential. At the start of 2015, 60 years later, 
history repeats itself; the new superbike models, 
the YZF-R1 and YZF-R1M, took to the field and 
certainly left an impression as they debuted 
in various classes. In their first year of racing 
with the new models, Yamaha secured the 
British Superbike Championship, the Polish 
Superbike Championship, the French Superstock 
Championship, the MotoAmerica Superbike 
crown, FIM CEV Repsol Internation Championship 
Superbike class, and second place in the 
Endurance World Championship, with a win in 
Suzuka and Oschersleben. 



NEWS

28

INSIDER  RACING

It’s been one of the hottest topics of 2015; 
Yamaha will return to the Superbike World 
Championship for the first time since 
2011. After a year of growing experience 
with the new YZF-R1 Yamaha will place 
the next generation supersport machine 
in the talented hands of 2014 World 

Superbike Champion Sylvain Guintoli and 
2013 British Superbike Champion Alex 
Lowes. The new team and riders couldn’t 
wait to get going on their new racing 
machines and started testing in early 
November, to be prepared for the start of 
the 2016 Superbike season in February.

RETURN TO SUPERBIKE
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GLORY 
FOR 
GINES
Langenscheidt Racing by Fast Bike Service’s 
Mathieu Gines won the Superbike*IDM Superstock 
class at the final round in Hockenheim with a 
double victory and a 58-point difference over his 
closest rival. The Frenchman was overjoyed with 
his achievement but had little time to celebrate. 
He had a seat to fill in the FIM Superstock 1000 
Cup race at Magny-Cours just a week later and 
scored a solid fourth place.
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Three YZ250Fs in the final top ten of the FIM MX2 World Championship see each of the riders 
involved – Standing Construct Yamaha Yamalube’s Valentin Guillod in fourth, teammate Julien 

Lieber in sixth and Kemea Yamaha Yamalube’s Benoit Paturel in ninth – all with their own stories. 
For Guillod six podiums and three wins represented his best campaign to date (and that for 

Switzerland in the history of the sport) and his last before making the jump into MXGP for 2016. 
Lieber bagged his first GP podium finish at Qatar and bravely battled a hip injury for the rest of the 

season while rookie Paturel also broken into the top three for an impressive debut term in 
Grand Prix. Brent Van Doninck, the second Kemea rider, was also eye-catching in 

his first attempts at MX2 and although he had to nurse a right knee 
problem from the British Grand Prix memorably 

made the ‘box’ at Assen and the Dutch 
Grand Prix in August. 

YAMAHA MAKE 
SIZEABLE 

IMPACT IN 
EXCITING  

MX2 FARE
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READ HERE

POL 
ESPARGARÓ 
INTERVIEW

THE ‘P’ 
IN POL 
IS FOR 
PASSION
A popular guy with a big smile and a kind word 
to anyone he meets, that’s Pol Espargaró. The 
Spanish is a favourite amongst race fans for all 
the right reasons. We talked to him about his 
amazing achievement at the famous Suzuka 8 
Hours on the YZF-R1, his gutsy performances 
on the YZR-M1 in MotoGP, and his amicable 
relationship with Monster Yamaha Tech 3 rider 
team-mate Bradley Smith.
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BACK  
ON  

TRACK

Racing heroes come in all shapes and sizes. 
Team Yamaha MGM’s Max Neukirchner is one 
of the bravest men in the racing industry. The 
German returned to racing mid-September after 
suffering a femoral neck fracture in his right leg 
in June. His way of getting back into the rhythm 
of things for the final Superbike*IDM race in 
Hockenheim? By participating in the grueling 
24-hour Bol d’Or race just one week earlier.  
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Highly innovative materials technology company Akrapovič is one of the most recognisable brands in the 
racing industry. For 25 year the company has gathered knowledge and technical data in the racing scene 

and holds a long-standing partnership with Yamaha.

Founder Igor Akrapovič shared his view;
“The relationship with Yamaha is a very long one and officially started in 1998 with the WorldSBK team. 

Since then, the relationship between the companies has grown continuously, also because we share very 
similar values and a dedication to motorsport and have a winning mentality in both of our  

roots. Winning the world championship this year in MXGP with Romain Febvre 
and of course the manufacturers’ and riders’ title in MotoGP 

proves that only the most dedicated and focused 
efforts can be rewarded in the most 

competitive series in the 
world.”

PERFECT  
PARTNERSHIP
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YAMAHA 
ADD 
MONSTER 
EDGE TO 
MXGP 
AGAIN
In 2008 the presence of Monster Energy in MXGP 
(then MX1) took a major step: Yamaha became 
black! The blue YZ450FMs of David Philippaerts 
and Josh Coppins transformed into distinctive dark 
and green livery for the beginning of a successful 
partnership – Philippaerts would claim the title 
that year, the first Italian to do so – and would run 
until the end of 2013. A two year hiatus between 
the companies was ended towards the end of 2015 
when Yamaha again carried the ‘claw’ on the lids 
of Romain Febvre and Jeremy Van Horebeek for 
the first initial step into a deeper reconnection. 
Yamaha and Monster already combine so 
effectively in MotoGP and Endurance racing 
and the resumption of forces in MXGP promises 
another exciting chapter for 2016 and beyond.
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Anyone can follow the racing action broadcast on 
television, but if you are a real Yamaha fan and want to 
know everything your favorites riders are up to, you 
should follow Yamaha Racing on Instagram, Facebook, 
Youtube and Twitter for special behind-the-scenes 
content.

Do you want to receive updates right as the racing news 
happens? Sign up as an Insider at Yamaha-Racing.com 
to receive newsletters on the categories of your interest.

UP CLOSE AND 
PERSONAL
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www.yamaha-motor.eu Follow us on

The living, breathing heart of the new MotoGP inspired YZF-R1 is ready to fuse with yours. 
The super lightweight 998cc superbike’s 199kg body and 200ps mechanical soul are one 
with its aluminium Deltbox frame. The YZF-R1’s M1 inspired electronic sensors and controls 
and next generation 6-axis IMU give you total control to let your emotions ride free.
The motorcycle is the rider, the rider is the motorcycle. Yamaha R1. We R1
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